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Our Parish Mission Statement: 
We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in 
Christ, prayerfully uphold: 

● Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of 
the community. 

● Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith 
community growing in lifelong prayer. 

● sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, 
education and loving service to those in need. 

● Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith 
community rooted in peace, justice and respect for all beings. 

To begin our prayer, I invite you to listen to the song “How Great Is 
Our God” by Chris Tomlin "How Great Is Our God" Link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBD18rsVJHk 
Season of Advent 
Dear Fellow Prayer Warriors, 

The season of Advent is known as one of “Joyful expectation.” 
This year more than ever we should and need to squarely place our 
focus on the JOYFUL expectation of Jesus' birth. If we look a bit 
ahead, we see that  in the Church, the third Sunday of Advent  is 
named Gaudete Sunday or “Joyful Sunday” as our waiting for the 
Saviour is almost at an end. Then, we wish each other a “Merry 
Christmas” as we treasure loved ones and have a general goodwill 
toward all. Whether we are selecting a special gift, volunteering, 
writing special notes, or preparing a special meal, we do it with 
gratitude and in the spirit of celebrating the birth of Christ. 
However, the irony is that for many the joy of Advent and Christmas 
can be elusive. Yes, Christmas can be a time of joy for some, but it 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBD18rsVJHk


can be a time of sadness for others for a variety of reasons. It is not 
the same for everyone. So, where then can joy be found? 
When we look into the Bible and our faith tradition, we find several 
significant points about the experience of joy; we are going to focus 
on joy as a result of knowing God is near.  

At Christmas we celebrate “the Word made flesh who lives 
among us” (Jn. 1:14). God has visited his people and promised us that 
we are never alone. In our midst, he offers the people he loves the 
fullness of joy for which we were made. When we accept the 
friendship of God, we experience joy: “O God you are to my heart a 
richer joy than all” (Ps. 4:7); “Shout for joy, rejoice, exult with all your 
heart…the Lord is in your midst” (Zephaniah 3:17); “Rejoice so highly 
favoured. The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). 

Part of the reason why many of us struggle to find joy at 
Christmas is because we confuse joy with feeling good. In the world 
of advertising (especially at Christmas), we are encouraged to feel 
good all the time and to get whatever it takes to make our lives 
happier. The truth is that no amount of material things, stimulants, 
or comforts can compensate for a lack of joy that many experience 
in the depths of their soul. The source of our joy is not in what we 
have. It lies in “Emmanuel,” the name which means “God is with us” (cf. 
Matt. 1:23). 

Christianity is a religion of joy. It is truly “glad tidings” for 
humanity. As Christmas approaches, we may well experience feelings 
of sadness for many legitimate reasons. But let us also have the 
courage to rejoice in the Lord—in his presence, in his gift of 
salvation, in our praise of him, in his ways, in our hope of heaven, 
and even in his cross. God is the source of our joy, for he is the God 
of joy.  Let us pray that our Advent Season and Christmas is one 
filled with anticipation and true joy!   

(Adapted from an article by Father Billy Swan) 

Blessings, 

Kay Durfey, kdurfey@cbcsd.org  712.310.9557 
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Prayer Intentions 

 
Individual  
● For the marginalized, the cold, the hungry, and homeless 

that we reach out to them during this Advent & Christmas 
season. 

● For those who are ill, God will send His healing graces and 
blessings to them and their families.  

● For all of us to increase our gratitude for the blessings we have 
and thus increase our spiritual health. 

● For each member of our parish to find and be deeply rooted in 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

● For those grieving a loss this holiday season that they know the 
love and support of family including our parish family. 

● For individuals to grow closer to Mother Mary during this 
season of waiting for the birth of Her Son 

● For parishioners to join with John the Baptist and be the Voice 
of Advent 

 
Parish 
● For the deceased of the parish, that the God of mercy will 

welcome them home and comfort for families 
● For all those whose health issues place added strain in 

daily living-- especially due to COVID-19 pandemic, may 
they experience healing and safety in their daily lives. 

● That a vaccine may be developed and distributed so that 
all people may have some protection from  this disease. 



● For our parish and the Missionary Sisters of Divine Spirit in 
Colombia, may we each heed the gentle stirrings of the 
Holy Spirit to support each other in God’s call to love our 
neighbor.  

● For our parish to grow in unity, love , and understanding of 
one another.  

 
Diocese, Nation, World 
● We pray for parents that God bless them with the wisdom, 

courage, patience, and above all love that they need to 
perform the holy work of raising children and being a 
source of love and support for them in adulthood as well. 

● For Bishop William Joensen that he will lead our Dioceses 
with grace, humility, integrity, & love.  

● We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped 
and accompanied. 

● For a major increase in young people exploring a call to 
priesthood and religious life. 

● For all marriages that we can see God in their faithfulness 
and commitment to one another.  

 
Universal Church/ Papal Intentions:  
 
● For a life of prayer. We pray that our personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a 
life of prayer. 

● For Deacons: We pray that deacons, faithful in their service 
to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol 
for the entire Church. 

● We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all 
people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the 
world. 

● We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, 
victims of criminal trafficking, may be heard and 
considered. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


